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13th January would bring about.    It  is difficult to describe
the tumult of emotions I underwent on that great day.*
*           *           *

On March 17th, just two months later, my grandfather
and father came home from their victorious campaign. In
company with my mother, my grandmother, the Empress
Augusta, and my aunt Louise, I drove to meet the conquerors
at the Wildpark Station in Potsdam, With what an ecstasy
I flung myself into my father's arms and saw my much-respected
grandfather for the first time as German Emperor. Truly a
significant moment and " what a change by the Grace of God ! "
we could say with truth.

The reception of Emperor and Crown Prince as we drove
through the streets of Berlin was deafening and could be heard
from the Crown Prince's palace breaking out again and again
for many hours after, until at length my father stepped out on
to the balcony surrounded by his family and showed himself
to the enthusiastic Berlin multitude.

sfe                             %                             *

Four days later, on 21st March, the opening of the first?'
" Reichstag " (Imperial Diet) took place in the White Hall of
the Castle of Berlin. Little as 1 understood of the real signifi-
cance of this event, 1 was happy enough to be allowed to assist
at it. My father, who greatly desired to link up this cele-
bration of the new German Empire with that of the Middle
Ages, had privately arranged for the ancient throne from
Goslar to be sent to Berlin for the occasion, a proceeding
that subsequently led to rather unpleasant interpellations on
the subject. My mother, who knew of this weakness of the
Crown Prince's in favour of that older Imperialism, was always
trying to combat it, which gave evidence of her clear, calm

political outlook.

*           *           *

The troops returned from, France to their Potsdam garrison

on 13th July.   My father rode by the side of my mother, the

* My letter of congratulation to the new Emperor will be found in
Appendix No, 1.